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in the same language. An attempt at simplifying and syste-
matizing African orthographies was made by the International
African Institute as one of its first activities,1 and the Institute's
suggestions have been accepted and introduced wholly or in
part for over sixty languages. There are still some outstanding
anomalies. It is, of course, impossible to make an orthography
that will suit all languages, and modifications have to be made:
it is noteworthy, however, that in those areas where the "Africa"
orthography was Introduced with little difficulty, the greatest
progress in the development of literature has taken place.3 We
all know that questions of dialect, spelling and pronunciation
start wild controversies and rouse sharp antagonisms and we
cannot expect Africa to escape these. Patient examination and
explanation of the problems, however, should go far towards
settling them.

Another of the general problems affecting the use and develop-
ment of African languages, again the result of the multiplicity
of languages, is the problem of school education in areas where
more than one language is spoken. What is to be the medium of
Instruction In a class of children that are divided among two
or more vernaculars ? It Is true that these languages are usually
closely related and it is not very difficult for speakers of one
to learn the other vernacular. But it does present an added diffi-
culty in education.

The points just touched upon are examples of practical
problems which must affect language policy, however high our
ideals may be. There are others which may interest the general
reader with regard to the languages themselves. There has been
a tendency among Europeans to consider African languages
as "primitive," to think they have a small vocabulary, that they
are incapable of expressing anything beyond the simplest
ideas, and Incapable of development.

This  attitude  has  transferred  itself to  educated  Africans

1 Practical Orthography of African languages: Memorandum I of the
International African Institute; second edition, 1930.

* In the Gold Coast and in South Africa (Zulu and Xhosa) for example.